
INVITATION TO HOST 
ON THIN ICE - 
AN ARTS-DOCUMENTARY 
COLLABORATION
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On Thin Ice is an arts-documentary 
collaboration that asks: why do 
people really become addicted to 
ice? What stigmas do they face 
and how do they recover? 

This project was commissioned 
by Tuggeranong Arts Centre 
(TAC) in 2019 in collaboration 
with journalist and author Ginger 
Gorman. 

Gorman worked closely and 
collaboratively with participants 
who are living with or recovering 
from addiction to crystal 
methamphetamine (ice). 

Their stories are told through 
images, text, sound and 
installation in an exhibition 
created in collaboration with 
photographers Hillary Wardhaugh 
and Martin Ollman, sculptor Tom 
Buckland and printmaker Jess 
Higgins.

TAC is inviting partners in regional 
Australia to tour the project and 
tell the stories of ice addiction in 
their communities.
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WHAT IS ON THIN ICE?



The works comprise: 
• 6 groups of portrait photographs
• 5 large works on paper and 

wood 
• 6 standing lightbox miniature 

diorama sculptures (3D) and
• audio recording (15:29 min 

loop).

Tour partners can present the 
exhibition in its existing form, or 
may choose to incorporate local 
stories and artwork to increase 
community relevance and 
engagement.

TAC is offering to facilitate the 
engagement of Ginger Gorman to 
visit your area and work with local 
participants. 

Gorman is highly skilled in working 
ethically and effectively with 
participants to tell their stories in 
a safe and respectful manner. In 
an intensive residency, Gorman 
would work with participants to 
collaboratively tell their stories. 
These local stories would be 
added to the audio work for the 
exhibition.

Partners may also commission 
local artists to work with Gorman 
to document and reflect these 
stories in other media. As the 
project tours and grows, it will 
create a rich tapestry of voices and 
perspectives on ice addiction and 
recovery in Australia.

OPTIONS FOR TOURING 
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OPTIONS FOR TOURING 
WHAT’S REQUIRED TO HOST 
ON THIN ICE?
Partners hosting On Thin Ice 
would require:
• Exhibition space providing at 

least 35 linear metres of wall 
space and 25 square metres of 
floor space, plus additional wall 
or floor space to accommodate 
any new work created during 
the project.

• Power supply for sculptures and 
digital sound system for audio.

• If partners choose to 
incorporate a residency by 
Ginger Gorman, a comfortable 
and private space with facilities 
will be required for Gorman to 
interact with local participants.

• On Thin Ice could be hosted 
in a stand-alone art gallery, 
but would be well-suited to 
organisations such as local 
government or community 
services that have an exhibition 
space connected to other 
facilities, and with relationships 
to relevant health and 
community organisations.

• TAC is happy to work with 
interested organisations to 
identify and apply for funding to 
support the exhibition.

       
• The exhibition is available for 

tour from 1 July 2020.

‘Nicole (The dark tunnel that I was in for so long, I’m starting to see the light at the end of it)’ by Tom Buckland. 



• The exhibition loan fee is 
$XXXX. This will provide the 
works, and includes installation 
guide, presentation material 
(didactic panels, signage, media 
kit, invitation template) but is 
exclusive of installation, venue 
costs and freight.

• The additional cost to host a 
2-day residency for journalist 
Ginger Gorman to work with 
local participants would be 
$3,390, plus the costs of her 
travel. This is based on Gorman 
being on site for two full days 
to record, transcribe, write and 
edit two stories

• The host organisation would be 
responsible for artist fees and 
other costs for local artists to 
work with Gorman and local 
participants to create additional 
works.

    CONTACT 
    Karena Keys
    Visual Arts Program Manager       
    Tuggeranong Arts Centre
    02 6293 1443
    Karena.Keys@
    tuggeranongarts.com 
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ABOUT THE ARTISTS

Exterior and interior: ‘Ann – When You’re There’ by Tom Buckland. 
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GINGER GORMAN
Gorman is a fearless, multi award-
winning social justice journalist. 
Her innate ability to connect and 
communicate with some of the 
most interesting and marginalised 
people in our community is 
complemented by the skills to 
translate those untold stories into 
powerful and insightful journalism.

Over a 17-year media career, 
Gorman has interviewed everyone 
from eminent scientists to vicious 
Internet trolls. She has worked 
for outlets including ABC Local 
Radio, Triple J, Radio Netherlands 

Worldwide and Fairfax Community 
Newspapers. Now a freelancer, she 
writes stories, makes radio and TV 
for major media outlets such as: 
news.com.au, Fairfax online, The 
Guardian and the ABC.

HILARY WARDHAUGH
Wardhaugh is an award winning 
documentary and portrait 
photographer. She is an AIPP 
Master Photographer, Accredited 
Professional and a specialist in 
her field. She works closely with 
numerous charities and says 
community work has always been 
an important part of her life. 



‘Ann’s story’, Martin Ollman

Artwork: Traversing Tidbinbilla (gallery view), 2018.

ABOUT THE ARTISTS JESS HIGGINS
Higgins’ practice primarily 
encompasses print media and 
drawing techniques. Her works 
investigate the on-going loss of 
human life through the unethical 
practices of war. Her work uses 
the human body as a vehicle to 
explore physical and psychological 
states of trauma by depicting 
uncompromising and sometimes 
confronting imagery.

TOM BUCKLAND
Narrative and storytelling is a key 
component in Buckland’s sculpture 
and performance works. He is a 
voracious bricolagist and collector 
of found objects which he uses to 

create process-orientated work that 
proudly displays a unique DIY spirit. 
Buckland also plays with audience 
interaction, demolishing the 
invisible barrier between onlooker 
and artwork.

MARTIN OLLMANS
Ollman is a freelance photographer 
based in Canberra, Australia. He 
began his career in Photojournalism 
in Canberra then in London, 
where he worked as a freelance 
photographer in the UK. He has 
had over 2000+ of his photographs 
published around the world, held 
several exhibitions of his work and 
has been awarded two national 
photographic awards.


