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Our mission is to be a dynamic 
and innovative arts organisation that 

is essential to the Tuggeranong 
region and the A.C.T.

TUGGERANONG ARTS 
CENTRE HAS BEEN THE 
HOME OF THE ARTS IN THE 
SOUTH FOR OVER 25 YEARS. 
OUR PRIORITIES ARE TO 
INVITE THE COMMUNITY TO 
PRACTICE AND APPRECIATE 
ART AND ITS RELEVANCE 
TO LOCAL AND GLOBAL 
SOCIAL ISSUES, TO 
COLLABORATE WITH THE 
ARTS AND COMMUNITY 
SECTORS ACROSS THE 
A.C.T. ,  AND TO DEVELOP 
ACTIVE AUDIENCES FOR 
ART BEYOND T.A.C.  WHILST 
SHAPING CULTURAL AND 
COMMUNITY IDENTITY.

2019 BOARD
Don Cumming, President
Jenny Hargreaves, Vice President
John Hargreaves, Treasurer
James Mallett, Secretary
Greg Friedewald, Member
Hamish Sinclair, Member
Karl Maftoum, Member
Lorena Quinlivan, Member
Sam Wong, Member 
Jean McIntyre, Member

PATRON
Aunty Agnes Shea, Ngunnawal Elder

STAFF
Rauny Worm - Chief Executive Officer 
Amanda Pollok - Operations Manager
Aidan Delaney - Creative Producer, CACD Program
Cassidy Richens - Communications Officer
Caroline Wall - Fresh Funk Artistic Director 
Narelle Phillips / Karena Keys - Visual Arts Manager 
Jacqui Malins- Project Officer
Penny Stott - Messengers Program Manager
Kelsey van der Tuin - Messengers Support Worker
Oki Widodo - Finance Officer 
Lily Platts, Siena Di Giovanni-Arundell, Cassandra Layne, 
Tom Buckland, Rebecca Drew - Front of House, Events
Nevanka McKeon - First Nations Program Officer

2019 FUNDING RECEIVED
Arts ACT, Community Relations and Funding 
Support  / ACT Community Service Directorate, 
Australian Government Regional Arts Fund and 
the Australian Cultural Fund.



Our vision is to be a vibrant, 
connected and creative 

Tuggeranong community. 
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AFTER A NOW LONG-TERM 
RELATIONSHIP WITH THE 
TUGGERANONG COMMUNITY 
ARTS ASSOCIATION, IT 
IS TIME TO EXPRESS MY 
GRATITUDE TO MY FELLOW 
MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
MEMBERS AND THE TEAM OF 
THE ARTS CENTRE ALONG 
WITH ALL CREATIVES 
INVOLVED IN THIS ECLECTIC 
JOURNEY.

2019 offered a most diverse and challenging 
program. Challenging once again due to the 
relevance of the topics addressed and the sheer 
amount on offer. At times during the CEO’s report 
on programming at meetings, I must admit the mind 
boggles. However, curiosity and confidence in team 
TAC prevails.

Over the years I have witnessed many unusual 
encounters with arts and entertainment at TAC. I 
have never been disappointed. Stepping outside 
one’s own comfort zone is what the arts is about 
and team TAC seems to achieve a balance that 
certainly comforts and disturbs in equal measures. 
For the governing body of this vibrant organisation it 
is rewarding to see strategic directions understood, 
embraced and implemented.

Despite uncertain funding futures and 
difficult industrial conditions across the arts & 
entertainment sectors, I believe this workplace 
takes courageous steps to remain an employer 
of choice and demonstrates what a healthy work 
environment is. I know the Tuggeranong Arts Centre 
will continue to play a vital role on our path into 
the future, moving forward confidently in the most 
uncertain of times.

Don Cumming 
Chair

PRESIDENT’S 
REPORT
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TREASURER’S 
REPORT

IN THE 2019 ACCOUNTS FOR 
THE ASSOCIATION UNSPENT 
GRANT MONIES FOR 
PROGRAMMES HAVE BEEN 
TREATED AS A LIABILITY, 
REVERTING TO PREVIOUS 
AUDIT TREATMENTS PRIOR 
TO 2018.

The Association recorded a deficit of -$91,482 as a 
consequence of this change in treatment.

In order to better understand this figure we must 
take into account the large sum of funding that 
was unspent in 2018 and declared as revenue and 
therefore seen as a surplus. This has now been 
rectified.

Cash flow remained strong in 2019 and the 
Association could easily meet all of its obligations 
and liabilities.

Employment costs rose due to heightened activity, 
leading to the employment of more casual and 
front-of-house staff as well as costs related to the 
departure of a long-standing employee. Again CPI 
increases received in 2019 were passed on to staff 
through a small salary increase.

I thank all staff involved, the main sponsorship 
partners in 2019, Capital Brewing and Lerida Estate 
Wines and the volunteers of the organisation. 
We would also like to thank once again the Auditors, 
RSM Australia Pty Ltd, for their assistance in 
conducting this audit

John Hargreaves
Treasurer



LOOKING BACK ON THE 
ACHIEVEMENTS OF A PRIOR 
YEAR IS ALWAYS A GOOD 
PROCESS FOR REFLECTION.
RIGHT NOW IT DOES 
HOWEVER FILL ME WITH 
QUITE A SAD AND ALMOST 
NOSTALGIC FEAR. AS WE 
MOVE FURTHER THROUGH 
2020,  WE WILL HAVE 
TO CONTINUE TO COPE 
WITH UNCERTAINTY AND 
CONSTANT CHANGE IN A   
WAY UNKNOWN TO MOST   
OF US.

Upon reflection I can confidently say that 2019 was 
a jam-packed year of variety and experiment.

The visual arts program changed leadership from 
long-standing manager Narelle Phillips - missed by 
many of us - yet has continued the journey towards 
brave, edgy art. Finding a balance that engages and 
invites local artists, while also looking further afield 
for outstanding practices across the nation and 
internationally, is now the job of Karena Keys. With 
Karena at the helm of the visual arts program we 
are bound to be intrigued and comforted alike. 

The Community Arts & Cultural Development 
Program took bold steps in many directions under 
the leadership of TAC’s creative producer Aidan 
Delaney. Additional funding allowed the program 
to thrive and provide skills development across the 
areas of arts administration, project coordination & 
creative development for four emerging artists.

Addressing the annual theme of Contra, I must 
mention the On Thin Ice project in collaboration 
with local artists and journalist Ginger Gorman. This 
project was a challenging attempt to prove that the 
arts can play a powerful role in addressing social 
issues and changing our perceptions. Thank you to 
all the artists and staff involved and those of you 
who made donations towards this project.

The Woden Arts Program kicked off in April 2019 
and since then has been providing pop-up activity. 
The necessity for a more regular arts and cultural 
activity program in Woden is evident and with 
community input and strong collaborations into 
the future, we will continue to work towards the 
development of a sustainable program model for 
on-going service delivery of arts & culture in the 
region.

Fresh Funk continues to nurture children, young 
people and families across the ACT, not only with 
dance skills, but with leadership, collaboration and 
an overall sense of belonging and community. 

The Messengers Youth Arts Program continued their 
mission to provide art classes and creative programs 
for vulnerable young people across the Territory 
and expanded to provide much needed services for 
parents. 

Thank you all for your interest and participation 
in the arts centre and our programs, shows, and 
projects. Little did we know that our 2020 theme of 
Solastalgia would come down upon us all with such 
force – let’s all learn from this and move forward 
together.

Rauny Worm
CEO

CEO’S 
REPORT
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IN NOVEMBER AND 
DECEMBER, TAC 
PRESENTED A MONTH-LONG 
SERIES OF PERFORMANCES, 
WORKSHOPS AND 
EVENTS CELEBRATING 
LGBTIQA+ ARTS AND 
CULTURE.

The program was designed to build on TAC’s 
ongoing support of LGBTIQA+ arts, to promote 
the visibility and inclusion of LGBTIQA+ people 
in Tuggeranong, and to celebrate diversity 
and intersectionality within the LGBTIQA+ 
community. The program also created numerous 
opportunities for local LGBTIQA+ artists, performers 
and audiences to engage with nationally and 
internationally recognised queer creatives. 

The highlight of the program was Queer Stage 
@ SouthFest – a main stage line-up of LGBTIQA+ 
and First Nations performers presented as part of 
the Tuggeranong community festival, SouthFest. 
Drawing an audience of over 20,000 people, 
SouthFest is a key celebration for the whole 
Tuggeranong community and presenting Queer 
Stage at this event provided a unique opportunity 
to celebrate queer talent and promote the visibility 
of LGBTIQA+ people in southern Canberra. 
Queer Stage was headlinded by Electric Fields, 
and featured performances by The Merindas, 
Constantina Bush, LayDee KinMee, Areola Grande & 
the Werkin’s Girls, MadB, and Florin Risley. 

Elsewhere in the program, the panel discussion 
Queer Asian-Australian Creatives provided a special 
opportunity to focus on cultural diversity within the 
LGBTIQA+ community and featured 
author Benjamin Law, musician Shoeb Ahmad, 
writer Sanna Wei and community organiser Yen 
Eriksen. 

Meanwhile, the TuggersPRIDE Comedy Night, 
featured local and interstate comedians who 
delighted audiences with six unique and hilarious 
stand-up sets. Both of these events were delivered 
to sold-out audiences.

Two discussion events also offered a chance to delve 
deeper into particular questions and concerns. 
Writer and campaigner Nic Holas talked about ice 
use and harm minimisation amongst men who have 
sex with men, in TinaTALK. While Writing Queer 
History offered four diverse perspectives on queer 
history from author Nigel Featherstone, historian 
Graham Willet, poet Tahi Atea, and burlesque 
performer Aphrodykie.

The final event in the program was Trans Voices 
Cabaret, a special project developed by TAC’s 
STILE program mentee, Florin Douglas. The project 
provided vocal workshops and rehearsals to 
transgender and gender diverse vocalists to assist 
with their vocal ability and confidence building, 
ahead of a showcase performance hosted by Mama 
Alto. 

All together the program featured over 30 local 
and interstate artists, performers and creatives in 
a bold celebration of LGBTIQA+ arts, culture, and 
community.

TUGGERS
PRIDE

Photo: Martin Ollman, 
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WHY DO PEOPLE REALLY 
BECOME ADDICTED TO 
ICE? WHAT STIGMAS DO 
THEY FACE AND HOW DO 
THEY RECOVER?

In November, TAC debuted On Thin Ice - an arts-
documentary collaboration between journalist 
and author Ginger Gorman, photographers Hilary 
Wardhaugh and Martin Ollman, sculptor Tom 
Buckland, and printmaker Jess Higgins, which 
tells the stories of local residents who are living 
with or recovering from addiction to crystal 
methamphetamine (ice).

This project marks the first time in TAC’s history 
that the organisation has commissioned and 
produced an entirely original exhibition with the 
intention to further develop and tour the project 
regionally. 

The exhibition includes photographs, sculptures, 
and works on paper, as well as written and 
recorded interviews, based on accounts from 
people across Canberra. 

This particular project grew out of a suite 
of public programs delivered alongside the 
exhibition Another Day in Paradise in early 
2018. From the conversations had at this time, 
it became clear that there was a need to tell 
the real stories of addiction and recovery in our 
community. 

There was a need to go beyond headlines 
and stereotypes, beyond snap judgments and 
prejudices, beyond “meth crisis” and “ice 
epidemic.” 

People with addictions are part of our 
community. The stigma and isolation too often 
placed on them only makes the arduous journey 
to recovery more difficult. 

By sharing stories of recovery, TAC hoped to use 
the arts to encourage empathy in the broader 
community and to promote recovery as a 
supported, collective effort.

The exhibition’s ability to demonstrate the 
complex nature of addiction and associated 
trauma resulted in strong, supportive feedback 
from the participants, community sector 
partners, and exhibition visitors and attested to 
the unique value and relevance of the project. 

As a result, On Thin Ice is being further 
developed for touring in 2020/2021.

“It’s really f****** hard, but it can 
get better.”  – Ann, 38

“I'm making the choice to make a 
change. And I've never done that 
before.”  – Mitchell, 29

“The dark tunnel that I was in for 
so long, I'm starting to see the 
light at the end of it.” – Nicole, 35

Photo: Martin Ollman, 
Ann's story, On Thin Ice, 2019.

ON THIN 
ICE



2019 WAS AN IMPORTANT 
YEAR FOR FRESH FUNK, 
WITH SOME OF OUR 
LARGEST CLASS NUMBERS, 
MOST CONSISTENT 
GROWTH, AND BEST 
SELLING SHOWS EVER.

Our January Holiday Intensive had our biggest 
attendance of any holiday program to date. The 
program kicked off the year with a significant 
increase in student numbers in Term 1 – numbers 
which were maintained for the duration of the year.

On top of the continued Boys crew outreach at St. 
Mary Mackillop College, which we have now been 
running for 3 years, the school had a lot of interest 
in adding a Girls crew. The school asked for formal 
expressions of interest and received almost 70 
responses – this was then narrowed down to a final 
class of 30 dancers and began in Term 2.

In July, Leena undertook Professional Development 
overseas, alongside a small group of Fresh Funk 
dancers and tutors, travelling to Los Angeles for 
intensive dance classes and a performance. Making 
contact with new industry choreographers, and 
renewing existing relationships with others, is 
an important part of Fresh Funk’s connection 
to (and excellent reputation in) the wider urban 
dance community. The professional training and 
environment also allows Fresh Funk to stay on top 
of new choreography, performance ideas, and styles 
of movement. In a year which already saw a new 
level of interest in the program, this trip allowed 
us to demonstrate our leading role in the ACT and 
Australian dance community.

Fresh Funk once again played a part in TAC’s 
Children’s Musical Program, with a cast of 9 dancers 
creating dance content for specific scenes in the 
performance, and taking part in both the TAC 
season and the follow-up performance in Goulburn.

Competitively, our Mega Crew took home 1st 
place from the ACT Australian Dance Crew 
Championships, and 2nd place in Australia, along 
with a spread of other successful placings for 
our other teams of different ages, across several 
competitions.

Both Fresh Faced seasons (May and November) had 
3 sell-out performances. And the major full-school 
shows “The Greatest Showman” and “Avatar,” both 
selected for their connection to TAC’s Contra theme, 
were two of the highest selling productions in the 
last decade of Fresh Funk. Creatively, the shows 
also rose to new heights, incorporating incredible 
large-scale video components, cutting-edge 
choreography, theatre pyrotechnics and special 
lighting effects, all of which made these two shows 
truly awe-inspiring. 

The success and scale of these shows was a 
testament to, and a wonderful representation 
of, the increase in momentum that Fresh Funk 
experienced across 2019 and which continues into 
2020 – our 20th year!

FRESH
FUNK

Photo: Martin Ollman, 
Fresh Funk’s Fresh Faced Funk , 2019.
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PERFORMANCE 
PROGRAM

THE ARTS CENTRE ONCE 
AGAIN PRESENTED A 
VIBRANT PROGRAM OF 
LIVE PERFORMANCES IN 
2019.  AUDIENCES ENJOYED 
A WIDE VARIETY OF 
ENTERTAINMENT INCLUDING 
LIVE MUSIC SPANNING 
BLUES, FOLK AND 
CLASSICAL PERFORMANCES 
PLUS AN ONGOING 
PROGRAM OF COMEDY.

A stand out on the calendar was Club Sandwich 
Comedy.  Offering audiences a humorous take on 
the world, with deadpan on- liners, experimental, 
absurd and a wildly interactive program of comedy. 
Kicking off in February, this regular series hosted 
and produced by Tuggeranong local Chris Ryan, 
featured a diverse and highly experienced line 
up of local talent including Tom Gibson, Benny 
Eggmolesse, Frances McNair and occasional 
regional guests - each offering different but equally 
hilarious ingredients to the program. The laughs 
in Tuggeranong continued when Brisbane’s Steph 
Tisdell headlined an all-female line-up in Tell It 
Sisters – an International Women’s Day comedy 
showcase also hosted by Chris Ryan - featuring 
Lauren Duong, Tanya Losanno and Laura Campbell! 

Later in March, folk music enthusiasts flocked to 
the Centre for Local Legends, a Sunday afternoon of 
music featuring some of Canberra’s favourite bands. 
Infectious rhythms from The Black Mountain String 
Band, Scroggin, and Zackerbilks had the audience 
dancing, singing along or tapping their toes. Fiddles, 

banjos, brass horns, double bass and voices raised 
in harmony as Donal Baylor, Jacqueline Bradley, 
Matt Nightingale, Pablo Shopen and Zach Raffan 
and many other Canberra musicians presented a 
celebration of old time string band music, Bluegrass 
standards, Australiana & Western swing, and old 
time jazz.

The Mini-Festival of Fine Music in June gave lovers 
of classical music an opportunity to take in the 
sunset over Lake Tuggeranong while listening to 
outstanding young musicians from the ANU School 
of Music performing in various combinations of 
harp, guitar, oboe, soprano, tuba and piano. The 
New England Ensemble presented the main concert 
of classical favourites, including Camille Saint-Saëns’ 
ever-popular Carnival of the Animals accompanied 
by Christopher Carrol’s narration of Ogden Nash’s 
highly amusing poems. Debussy’s delightful Petite 
Suite and selections from Schubert’s Trout Quintet 
completed the program.

Jazz and blues fans were treated to a concert by 
America’s foremost harmonica virtuoso Phil Wiggins 
and legendary Australian blues guitarist/vocalist 
Dom Turner who performed at the Arts Centre 
as part of their 5th Australian tour. Performing 
Piedmont, Delta and Hill Country blues and soulful 
renditions of blues classics, this critically acclaimed 
duo shared their deep appreciation of blues music 
and with an appreciative Tuggeranong audience, 
drawing on songs from the early 20th Century – 
capping off a year of great music.



IN 2019,  TAC’S VISUAL ARTS PROGRAM 
OFFERED OUR COMMUNITY A HIGH 
QUALITY AND DIVERSE EXHIBITION 
PROGRAM THAT SUPPORTED 
PROFESSIONAL ARTISTS (EMERGING - 
ESTABLISHED),  COMMUNITY GROUPS, 
AND SCHOOLS FROM THE CANBERRA 
REGION. 

GALLERY 
PROGRAM

Artwork: Outback Journey acrylic on canvas 2019, 
from the Reconciliation From Inside Exhibition.

Artwork: Clare Poppi, Growing Brooch, 2017, 
Sterling Silver, soil, plant, 20 x 20 x 10mm, Faun Photography

Throughout 2019 TAC’s creative programming theme 
was Contra. This theme encouraged many exhibitors to 
highlight social, environmental or political issues within 
their work. A highlight for the Centre and to the theme 
Contra, was On Thin Ice, a commissioned art project 
developed by TAC and presented as an exhibition at the 
Centre across all three gallery spaces. 

Ruminating on the tensions within our local surrounds 
was textile artist Sharon Peoples. TAC invited Peoples to 
take a studio residency at the Centre using Gallery 1 as 
a studio space to research and create work. During this 
time Peoples’ delivered a series of textiles workshops 
that investigated local gardens and streetscapes. 
Peoples’ residency culminated in the exhibition Still 
Waters, a series of embroidered works that explored 
Lake Tuggeranong and its binary existence as a built 
environment imposed on the landscape and as the 
habitats for the flora and fauna that is supports. 

The Centre continued to support emerging artists through 
the ANU SoAD EASS Program and the CIT by awarding 
solo exhibitions to three graduates: Warm Peaches by 
Ellen Sleeman-Taylor, A Twentieth Century Woman by 
Holly Murney, and Two Worlds by Hugo Toro.

Following the success of our 2018 collaboration with the 
Craft ACT and Namadgi residency program, TAC exhibited 
the work of Spring residents Valerie Kirk, Isabelle Mackay-
Sim and Marcel Hoogstaad-Hay in the exhibition, Corin 
Dam Space Above: Space Below.

The program presented curated exhibtions, Macro 
Organic and Bona Fide which included contemporary, 
local, emerging and established artists such as: Elisabeth 
Krueger, Rosalind Lemoh, Lia Tacjnar, Rowan Kane and 
Mimi Fairall. While Paul Murray’s solo exhibition Contra-
Fiction presented an incredibly powerful series of 
sculptures that reflected on the Royal Commission into 
institutional child sexual abuse.

Visitors flocked to the Centre to support exhibitions by 
community groups and organisations such as, the YWCA’s 
Humans of Tuggeranong project and the ACT Tenants 
Union annual exhibition and Art Prize, A Sense of Home.

Bonython Primary School’s exhibition Acknowledging 
Country made an impact within the ACT Education 
Directorate. The exhibition offered an insightful body 
of work focussing on respecting and acknowledging 
Australia’s traditional custodians. 

TAC supported Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
artists with Reconciliation From Inside, an exhibition 
by detainees at the Alexander Maconochie Centre. The 
exhibition included forty artworks, of which nearly half 
were sold. All profits went directly to the artists.

In addition to these and many other exhibitions 
throughout the year, TAC audiences eagerly took part 
in other artist-led programs such as artist talks and 
workshops. In total, the galleries saw works exhibited by 
over 75 professional artists and well over 500 students   
and other community members.



TAC’s 2019 theme, Contra, sought to explore what happens 
when we work against, in spite of and outside the expected. 
For the CACD program this meant challenging dominant 
narratives and creating space for the voices of those who have 
traditionally been marginalised and underrepresented.

Through its projects, the CACD program continued to 
provide targeted artistic opportunities for a wide range of 
communities across Canberra, as well as, inclusive activities 
for all to participate. Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
arts and culture remained a priority for the program, while 
major projects were also developed with children, seniors, 
the LGBTIQA+ community, and people living with substance 
addiction. 

Key achievements of the 2019 program included:

MORE ART FOR MORE PEOPLE
In 2019, TAC delivered a wide range of activities that took 
art beyond the walls of the Centre and provided creative 
opportunities to new and diverse audiences. The Interpose 
program of pop-up events took unlikely performances and 
installations to the Mt Taylor walking track and Tuggeranong 
Bus Interchange. Reclaimed Vintage saw workshops delivered 
directly to residents at retirement and aged care facilities. The 

Children’s Musical Program included a new collaboration with 
Goulburn’s Lieder Theatre Company and schoolchildren from 
Kathmandu in Nepal. And TAC continued to play a major role 
as a community partner in Tuggeranong’s new community 
festival, SouthFest.

MENTORING THE NEXT GENERATION
The STILE Mentorship Program, a new initiative in 2019, 
provided four paid mentorships to emerging arts workers 
from marginalised and underrepresented communities. Each 
participant had the opportunity to work with professional 
artists and TAC staff to develop and delivered their own 
community arts project.

LIVE PERFORMANCE
The CACD program also presented many live performance 
events in 2019, which celebrated the talents of local and 
interstate artists. Local Legends was a lively afternoon of 
performances by outstanding local bands Black Mountain 
String Band, Scroggin, and Zackerbilks. The ANTIDOTE program 
for International Women’s Day featured a multi-disciplinary 
array of performances by female identifying artists with the 
Women Whisper, Women Shout! poetry night, Tell It Sisters 
comedy night, and Liz Lea’s solo dance performance, RED. 
Constantina Bush’s Bush Reflections told the life story of 
Australia's premiere Indigenous showgirl through song. And 
Jacob Boehme’s autobiographical dance theatre work Blood 
on the Dance Floor dissected the politics of gay, Blak and poz 
identities. 

NEW WORK DEVELOPMENT
In 2019, TAC embarked on a number of longer-term creative 
development projects which will see local, interstate and 
international artists working with Canberra communities to 
develop, present, and tour original works over several years. 
These projects included: the On Thin Ice exhibition led by 
journalist Ginger Gorman with five local visual artists; the 
Mono/Stereo theatre development project with playwright 
Didem Caia; and the CHINAME research residency and 
performance project with Shanghai-based duo Xiao Ke x Zi Han. 

Photo: Martin Ollman, 
Mission H20 The Musical, 2019.

COMMUNITY ARTS 
AND CULTURAL 
DEVELOPMENT
IN 2019,  TAC DELIVERED 
ONE OF ITS BROADEST 
COMMUNITY ARTS AND 
CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT 
(CACD) PROGRAMS YET,  WITH 
PROJECTS RANGING FROM 
PERFORMANCES, WORKSHOPS 
AND PARTICIPATORY 
PROGRAMS TO MAJOR 
EVENTS AND LONG TERM 
NEW WORK DEVELOPMENTS. 
ALL TOGETHER THE 
PROGRAM DELIVERED 21 
LIVE PERFORMANCE EVENTS, 
3 EXHIBITIONS, AND 80 
WORKSHOPS, ENGAGING 
MORE THAN 80 ARTISTS AND 
CREATIVES.



THE MESSENGERS PROGRAM 
IS AN ARTS-BASED SUPPORT 
PROGRAM FOR YOUNG 
PEOPLE EXPERIENCING 
MENTAL HEALTH AND OTHER 
YOUTH RELATED ISSUES. 

Young people aged 10 - 25 in the ACT who are 
experiencing mental health issues are supported to 
explore personal and gender identity through the arts.

By acquiring creative skills participants are able 
to better understand their circumstances and 
experiences, in the past, present and future.  

The program values the skills of professional artists 
who work with a youth support worker to provide 
expert tuition in visual and performing arts, creative 
writing and multi arts.

Messengers, as a creative program, continues to 
introduce innovation and 2019 was no different. 
This year the program delivered the Young Artists 
in Residence project. The project addressed the 
transition from school to work for young people 
seeking further education and employment in the 
arts sector.

Six young people were selected to participate in a 
12-week program working with two of Canberra’s 
key arts organisations, Megalo Print Studio and the 
Canberra Glassworks. The young artists learnt glass 
and print making techniques to produce works for 
their exhibition. 

The participants were introduced to employment 
pathways available in those workplaces. Working with 
the Tuggeranong Arts Centre’s Visual Arts Program 
Manager, they planned and installed their own 
successful exhibition, Amalgamation, during October. 

Messengers also delivered Parenting Help seminars 
addressing the need to support parents of adolescents 
experiencing anxiety, depression and self-harm. 
The seminars were delivered over two nights and 
encouraged parent interaction.

They covered adolescent brain development and 
how that affects behaviour, practical communication 
strategies, information and guidance. Both evenings 
were delivered at full capacity with parents attending 
from all across Canberra and interstate. 

The success of the program has encouraged us to 
continue delivering these seminars in the future.

An attendee quote: 

“Using art as a way to bring down barriers 
and find friends with similar interests, SS has 

been able to create a life in Canberra. I’m 
particularly happy for the ‘parenting’ sessions 

run by Messengers as it provided key information 
that informed our parenting methods. Without it 
we would continue to struggle to find workable 

strategies that would have any affect.”

MESSENGERS
PROGRAM

Photo: Participants of Messengers Young 
Artists in Residence Program, 2019.



IN 2019 THE WODEN ARTS 
PROGRAM DELIVERED A 
RANGE OF ARTS ACTIVITIES 
IN WODEN, LED BY BROAD 
COMMUNITY CONSULTATION. 
THE PROGRAM INCLUDED 
A POP-UP RESIDENCY, A 
RANGE OF VISUAL ART 
WORKSHOPS, DELIVERY 
OF NEW ACTIVITIES AT 
EXISTING EVENTS, AND A 
COMMUNITY ARTS FAIR. 

WORKSHOPS  
18 new workshops were delivered, covering a range 
of skills and catering to all ages - the youngest 
participant was only four years old! These included: 
Latex Painting with Kamahi Djordon King, Urban 
Sketching with Leonie Andrews, Paper Mache at 
Westfield Woden, a drop-in drawing session at 
Watch Your Wellness, Design out Waste with Rachel 
Develin, and Mural Painting with Bryce Scowcroft. 
Woden Arts also collaborated with schools, 
TCCS and Woden Community Service to provide 
opportunities for the community to contribute to 
public murals, with local artist Kirrily Jordan working 
with Melrose High students to decorate an energy 
box in Eddison Park, and South Coast artist Bjarni 
Wark providing a wonderful community drop-in 
session to paint a large mural on the hoardings 
around Lovett Tower.

POP-UP RESIDENCY 
Local artist Brian McNamara took over a Pod in 
the Woden Experiment, and for three days used 
the space as his studio where he created and 

displayed new work using a 3D printer and Arduino 
electronic prototype systems. Brian is well known 
for his instruments and sound-art objects, and 
the residency drew quite a crowd, with the studio 
packed each day with curious onlookers.

FLORIADE IN THE SUBURBS + 
FARRER NATURE PLAYGROUND 
Woden Arts teamed up with Woden Community 
Service to provide drop-in activities at Floriade in 
the Suburbs and the long awaited Farrer Nature 
Playspace and Adventure Track launch. This included 
working with Year One students from Farrer Primary 
School to design and paint a mural decorating 
the cement tunnel in the Nature Playground, and 
two drop-in activities at each event - creating a 
public mural with Bryce Scowcroft, and a Recycling 
Workshop with Rachel Develin.

WODEN ARTS FAIR  
The Woden Arts Fair brought a flurry of activity to 
the Woden Town Square, providing an opportunity 
for thirteen community and arts organisations to 
showcase their programs and connect with Woden 
locals. It was a big day, with drop-in workshops 
run by the Warehouse Circus, Left Lane Outreach 
Theatre and Co.Laboratory, as well as performances 
by Recorder Rondo, the ANU Chinese Classical 
Music Ensemble, Sesame Girl, S.Wells, and the 
talented students at Let's Rock. The hoardings 
along Lovett Tower were magnificently adorned 
on the day by five street artists - Garth Jankovic 
(Smizdog), Simon Sawell, Bjarni Wark, Eddie and 
Paw. These murals add some fantastic colour to the 
Town Centre, and were generously provided by the 
Graffiti Management team at TCCS.

WODEN 
ARTS

Photo: Paper-mache workshop 
at Westfield Woden, 2019.



Photo: Peter Hislop, A Portrait of Mary, Queen 
of Scots performance by Revival House Project, 
Tuggeranong Theatre, 2018.

TO EVERYONE 
WHO WORKED 
WITH US IN 2019, 
INCLUDING: 

ACT Government
ACT Tenants Union
Alex Lundy
Alexander Maconochie Centre 
Aphrodykie
Areola Grande & the Werkin’ Girls
Asha Naznin
Aunty Agnes Shea
Ausdance ACT
Belco Arts
Belconnen Community Service
Belly Up Belly Dance
Benjamin Law
Bernie Slater
Bevan Noble
Black Mountain String Band
Blaide Lallemand 
Bonython Primary School
Bryce Scowcroft
Caley Callahan
Calwell High School
Canberra Glassworks
Canberra Raiders 
Canberra Short Film Festival
Canberra SpringOUT Pride Festival
Caren Florance
Carol Cooke
Caroline Hughes

Chris Gough
Chris Ryan
Chris Sutevski
Christopher Carroll
Clare Jackson
Clare Poppi
Cleo
Communities at Work
Constantina Bush
Craft ACT
Dance Sculpt
Daniel Gaffney
Dianna Nixon
Didem Caia
Diversity ACT
Dorit Herskovits
Eadie Newman
Edward Neeman
Electra Powerhouse
Electric Fields
Elisabeth Kruger
Ella Ryan
Ellen Sleeman-Taylor
Emma Dryden
Erindale Theatre
Florin Douglas
Gareth Kelly
Ginger Gorman
Graham Willett
Gretel Burgess
Guyy Lilleyman
Hangama Obaidullah
Harry Boyd
Hayley Lander
Hilary Wardhaugh
Holly Murney
Hugo Toro
ILBIJERRI Theatre Company
InkBits

InSite Arts
Instagrammers Canberra
Isabelle Mackay-Sim
Jacob Boehme
Jacqui Malins
Jake Howie
Jeffrey Skewes
Jenni Kemarre Martiniello
Jeremy Leala
Jess Higgins
Jessica Johnson
Joshua Thurecht-Luckham
Katie Peek
Kim Lester
Larissa Caston
Laura Campbell
Lauren Duong
LayDee KinMee
Lia Tacjnar
Lieder Theatre Company
Liz Lea
Lizzie Hall
Lucile Carson
Luna Ryan
MadB
Maddie
Madeleine Stewart
Madelie Joubert
Mama Alto
Marcel Hoogstad-Hay
Marigal Gardens 
Martin Ollman
Maryam Zahid
Megalo Print Studio
Melbourne International Comedy 
Festival (Deadly Funny Competition)
Melinda Heal
Melinda Smith
Melrose High School

Members of the ACT Legislative 
Assembly 
Mimi Fairall
Music For Canberra
Nathalie Bevitt
Navitas English
New England Ensemble
Nic Holas
Nicholas Schmidt
Nigel Featherstone
Northside Community Service
Patrice Wallace
Paul Murray
Perfectly Frank
Punk PD
Rachel Develin
Rachel Lee
Reconciliation NSW
Robin Hall
Ronan Apcar
Rosalind Lemoh
Rose Piper
Ross Fowler
Rowan Kane
Ruth O’Brien
Salvation Army – Canberra Recovery 
Services
Sanna Wei
Sarah O’Sullivan
Scroggin
Sean Choolburra
Selina Walker
Shane Campbell
Shannon Donahue
Sharon Peoples
Sia Ahmad
Sian Watson
Sidestage Productions
Simone Bartram

SouthFest
St. Mary MacKillop College
Stéphane Noël 
Steph Tisdell
Steve Crossley
Studio Art Quilts Association
Sue Salthouse
Sui Jackson
Tahi Atea
Tanya Losanno 
Taya Papworth
The Merindas
The Salvation Army, Canberra Recovery 
Services Centre
Tim Bevitt
Tim Napper
Tim Pauszek 
Tom Buckland
Tony Steel
Uniting Amala Gordon
Valerie Kirk
Winston Seah
Woden Community Service
XIAO KE x ZI HAN
Xiaodan Zhu
Xtreme Stars
Yen Eriksen
YWCA
Zackerbilks
Zoe Anderson
Zoe Loxley Slump

THANK 

TO EVERYONE WHO 
CONTRIBUTED TO OUR 
CREATIVE PROGRAM IN 

2019, INCLUDING:

THANK 
YOU

Artwork: Paul Michael Murray, Reject, 2019.



SPONSORS

www.tuggeranongarts.com
info@tuggeranongarts.com

facebook.com/tuggeranongarts
instagram.com/tuggeranongarts

CONTACT US

LERIDA E S TAT E

Photo: Martin Ollman, 
Fresh Funk’s Fresh Faced Funk , 2019.














